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(57) Abstract: The invention relates 
to a scanning apparatus for scanning 
information in an information 
carrier (16) comprising a plurality of 
layers for storing data on a material 
capable of generating an excited 
radiation when interacting with an 
exciting beam (13) produced by an 
exciting source (11). The scanning 
apparatus comprises an objective 
lens (15) for projecting the exciting 
beam in a layer of the carrier and 
collecting the excited radiation. The 
scanning apparatus also comprises 
a detector unit (19) for detecting 
the excited radiation collected on 
the objective lens. According to the 
invention, the exciting beam has a 
numerical aperture lower than the 
lens numerical aperture. 
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